THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
Library was under the special patronage of Queen Mary, and was
commonly spoken of as "the Queen's Library."1*
Bentley's autocratic energy, notorious during his Mastership of
Trinity, to which he was appointed in 1700, showed itself in his
control of the Library.13 He rebelled against the state of the rooms
saying that they were "not fit to be seen," a criticism supported by
Franz Burman, who saw it at this time and reported that the books
were lying in heaps on the floor. Though, owing to the financial
stringency of the years of Marlborough's wars, he did not succeed in
carrying out any great scheme, he threw himself into their conception
and promotion. His scheme was for the erection of a ground-floor
room projecting into St. James's Park, and the establishment of the
Royal Library as a truly national institution. He issued, apparently
in 1697 ^d not> as Pankzi thought, in 1714,^ a leaflet strongly
urging the plan of a national library in a new building.
In 1700 the Cotton Library became national property, and, after
a report by Wren in 1703, the Crown in 1707 bought Cotton House
and its garden, and the Royal Library was transferred to that already
ruinous house. Wren suggested that both Libraries might well be
purged by "the drudgery of librarians" of "much useless trash," an
idea which was luckily not carried out, no one, and least of all the
Librarians, having an interest in providing the drudgery.*5 From
Cotton House the two collections went in 1722 to Essex House, and,
at the end of the seven years' lease of that house, back to Westminster,
to Ashburnham House, which was unwisely reported on as safer
from fire. Only two years later the great fire broke out which so
grievously damaged the Cotton MSS., but the Royal Library was
little injured, beyond probable damage to bindings from throwing
volumes out of the windows; few medieval bindings survive in either
collection. They were stored in the Dormitory of the Westminster
Scholars till 1757. David Casley, Bentley's Deputy since about 1719,
carried the Codex Alexandrinus out of the house himself. Bent^ey
was not on the spot; he had in feet ceased in 1725 to be Librarian,
securing his post and pay for his son, then only a boy of about seven-
teen, it being understood that the Deputy did the work. Twenty
years later the yotinger Bentley sold his office to Claudius Amyand,
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